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DAIRY INDUSTRY PUSHING FORWARD TO COMMERCIALISE 
SCIENCE AND DRIVE INNOVATION 

The dairy industry is at the vanguard of commercialising research and development 
initiatives that will drive innovation, delegates at the International Dairy Federation 

were told today. 
 

In a session chaired by Dr Jeremy Hill, Chief Science and Technology Officer of Fonterra, 
experts in the field of research and development in the dairy sector provided insight into how 
scientific breakthroughs will drive innovation and help define the industry’s vision for the 
future. 
 
Dr Margrethe Jonkman, Corporate Director of Research and Development at 
FrieslandCampina, said: “Innovation is fundamental to the ongoing success of our industry 
and ensuring that dairy remains relevant in the long term. The current focus on sustainability 
must continue if the sector is to reduce its environmental footprint. More than ever, it is vitally 
important that innovation adds value not only to the producer but also to the consumer.” 
 
Dr Alexander Tolkach, Vice-President of Cheese Applications at Saputo Inc., told the 
audience: “Sustainability will remain an essential consideration in the drive to commercialise 
science in the dairy industry. The significant investment underway globally in research and 
development across the value chain should produce a range of positive technological, food 
safety and nutritional outcomes. 
 
Michio Ikeda, General Manager at the Food and Research Institute at Japanese dairy 
producer Morinaga Milk, said: “Science is the key to providing a growing global population 
with protein-rich and sustainable dairy foods. In the Japanese dairy market, companies are 
investing heavily in research and development to take advantage of the growing consumer 
shift from taste to functionality.”  
 

 
Notes to Editors 
Image 1: Dr Margrethe Jonkman, Corporate Director of Research and Development at FrieslandCampina 
Image 2: Michio Ikeda, General Manager at the Food and Research Institute at Morinaga Milk 
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Contacts 
For further information, please contact Sophie Clarke, Dairy UK,  0207 025 0543 / sclarke@dairyuk.org, Ramsay Smith, Media 
House, 0207 710 0020 / ramsay@mediahouse.co.uk or Sophie Watson, Media House, 0207 710 0020 / 
sophie@mediahouse.co.uk 
  
The International Dairy Federation 
The International Dairy Federation (IDF) is the leading source of scientific and technical expertise for all stakeholders of the dairy 
chain. IDF engages all stakeholders in productive activities and research projects to further current knowledge and science on a 
wide range of issues. Today, dairy is one of the most vibrant and strategic sectors, with a major impact on national economies, 
public health and the environment. Through its working bodies, events and work programme, IDF provides a common platform, 
systems and processes for the global dairy sector to come together to reach consensus. Given its consensus-building capacity, 
IDF represents the global voice of dairy towards stakeholders and intergovernmental organisations. For more information, please 
visit www.fil-idf.org. communications@fil-idf.org 
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IDF World Dairy Summit 2017 
The IDF World Dairy Summit is the foremost international conference event for all dairy sector leaders and stakeholders. The 
conference, "Making a Difference with Dairy", is running from Monday 30th October to Thursday 2nd November at the Belfast 
Waterfront, an award-winning venue in the city centre. For more information on the individual conference programmes, technical 
tours and social events, please visit: http://www.idfwds2017.com.  
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